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PRISON DRUG AND WEAPON DETECTION PROGRAMS 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [2.09 pm]:  I wish to inform the house of 
the success of the government’s beefed-up prison drug and weapon detection programs.  Members may have 
seen coverage in the media at the weekend of the most recent figures we have on prisoner drug tests and drugs 
and weapons confiscated in prisons.  The figures show that, with better search methods and intelligence 
procedures, prison authorities were able to uncover 243 items of illegal drugs in 2005-06, up from 199 in 2004-
05.  They also show that prison guards located 145 weapons in prisons last financial year, which was almost 
double the 74 they uncovered the previous financial year. 

Not as pleasing are other figures showing that 873 prisoners tested positive to drugs in 2005-06.  It is unclear 
whether this represents an increase or decrease in prisoner drug use levels due to the fact that the figures come 
from a new sampling methodology, devised with the assistance of the Australian Bureau of Statistics, to improve 
the accuracy of the tests.  Comparative data will not be available until next year.  However, even as a stand-alone 
figure, this level of drug use is unacceptably high.  I will be taking the matter up with the Department of 
Corrective Services and the Inspector of Custodial Services, Professor Richard Harding, to see what other 
strategies can be put in place to combat drug use by prisoners. 

Already, Professor Harding has told me that evidence from his recent prison inspections strongly suggests that 
there has actually been a marked reduction in the supply of drugs in Western Australian prisons over the past two 
years.  Over this period, the government has implemented a range of measures aimed at stopping drugs and 
weapons getting into prisons.  These include a tightening of security measures, such as proactive searches; 
increased use of drug detection dogs; powers given to prison superintendents to ban visitors to prisons if they 
believe the visitors are a threat to the safety or security of staff or prisoners; more metal detectors in prisons, 
including new metal detectors in each workshop at Hakea Prison; a closer relationship with the Western 
Australia Police, which helps identify people visiting prisons who may be safety and security threats; increasing 
and improving the accuracy of prisoner drug testing; and, consistent with the recommendations of the Mahoney 
inquiry, increasing the intelligence-gathering capacity of prisons. 

The increase in the number of weapons and drugs found means there are fewer of both in the hands of prisoners.  
This is good news for the safety of prison staff and the good operation of our state’s prisons.  I take this 
opportunity to congratulate prison officers for their diligence in unearthing the items. 
 


